2/20/2018

Subscribe

Breaking Bread in Historic West End: New Cafe & Roastery on Rozzelles Ferry Rd. host Grand Opening this Weekend

Past Issues

Translate

Forward

Share

Tweet

Share

It's Friday!
It’s the weekend and there is a new spot in Historic West End to grab a bite, sit
for a spell, and catch-up with neighbors. In this newsletter, we speak with one
of the co-owners and the area manager of Toucan Louie’s Cafe & Roastery to
find out more about the space and how they plan to connect with the
neighborhood. Plus, if you are looking for upcoming community events in and
near the Historic West End, we have you covered!

West Side Stories
Breaking Bread in the Historic West End:

Toucan Louie’s Cafe & Roastery
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Toucan Louie’s Cafe & Roastery "Now Open" sign flaps in the wind.

Creating a space for all types of people to feel welcomed while encouraging
face-to-face conversations between those people is a form of community
building. When freshly made food is a driving force behind the creation of that
space, breaking bread moments between neighbors and family members can
happen more often in those shared spaces. Toucan Louie’s Cafe & Roastery,
located at 2753 Rozzelles Ferry Rd., is working toward becoming one of those
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/?u=cb9b9a90eba78f68c1796c8fe&id=11aec40194
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breaking
bread moment spaces within the Historic West End. Toucan Louie’s
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will host its grand opening this Saturday, January 27 from 2pm-6pm.
The grand opening will be a time to sample the Toucan Louie’s experience.
While a live band plays, those that stop in during the opening will have the
chance to sample in-house made Toucan Louie’s products like their peanut
butter, pimento cheese, granola bars, and various coffee blends. Beer vendors
will also be on site sharing drink samples.

Left to right: Two of Toucan Louie's staff and area manager, Beverly Field-Myers,
behind the counter ready to welcome customers.

The sampling does not end with the taste buds, the grand opening will also be
a time to sample the atmosphere the owners and staff are working to create.
Beverly Field-Myers, the area manager for Toucan Louie’s, says, “We want to
make it feel inviting like you are at your kitchen table.” The retro architecture
adorned with vibrant colors paired with wooden dinner tables and large
wardrobe closets used for product displays helps to create that cozy
atmosphere says Field-Myers.
Through the creation of this non-stuffy setting, Field-Myers has seen first-hand
how it pulls a variety of people from different backgrounds into a single space.
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/?u=cb9b9a90eba78f68c1796c8fe&id=11aec40194
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“On Sunday
we had the people who had just gotten out of church eating, plus
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we had a whole crew of bikers in here. We also had some sheriffs and cops
sitting at the counter.” She continues, “Nobody was looking at someone like
they were weird. At stuffy restaurants, some of those people may have walked
in and felt like they did not belong there. But, here, people were just talking to
everybody. Everybody just knew everyone from the neighborhood. ”
Toucan Louie’s co-owner Le Anne Kieffer says the intent is to have the cafe
become a space for people to gather, not just eat and go. “One of the things we
did intentionally was not put a lot of TVs in here. We want people to sit and
have a conversation and enjoy each other's company instead of being on the
phone.” Field-Myers has enjoyed seeing the impromptu gatherings already
happening at the cafe. “There are a lot of people that come in here who know
each other. They then tend to gravitate to one table.” She smiles, “You have
about 8 to 10 people that did not know the other was grabbing lunch here. Then
they all end up eating together.”
Toucan is not only bringing a fresh gathering space to Rozzelles Ferry Rd., they
are also focused on bringing fresh ingredients too. Their mix of sandwiches,
salads and burgers are created with in-house roasted meats. “Our meats do not
come in from sitting in a warehouse forever and a day. Our meats come in fresh
from NC farms that raise grass-fed and cage-free animals,” explained FieldMyers. Even the peanut butter is roasted and ground in-house from nuts
farmed in NC. The fresh food can then be paired with a freshly squeezed juice
or in-house roasted coffee. “Almost all of our fruit comes from local farms,” said
Field-Myers. “Almost all of our yogurt for the smoothies comes from the Amish
farm. And, we do all of our own salad dressing fresh. I don’t know one thing we
have in the kitchen that we do not get locally.”
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Providing access to local and fresh products is a staple of the cafe mission.
Kieffer has noticed another way to serve the neighborhood after opening its
doors for a soft launch during the month of December. She has plans to bring
staple food items a little closer to home for her Historic West End neighbors. “It
is a bit of a food desert here. We are going to sale lunch meat and cheese by
the pound. We will also get into selling loaves of bread, milk, eggs, and butter.”
She explains, “We want to give the neighborhood a quicker place to go to grab
those essentials.”
Toucan Louie’s Cafe & Roastery is excited to be in Historic West End and to
serve as a cozy gathering space with fresh food offerings. Kieffer says with
pride, “The neighborhood has a really strong connection. Everyone stays
connected and they know what is going on. And I love that.” She continues,
“That is what kind of makes or breaks a neighborhood. If you don’t care about
what is going on in your neighborhood, then it does not keep having great
things happen.” She pauses to ponder, “I feel the people that are here love it,
care about it, and are proud to be here. And, we are grateful to be here.”
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What's Going On
Thursday, Feb. 1 | Historic West End Community-Wide Meeting
Join us for a two-part meeting with updates about what is happening in the
Historic West End. Both meetings will be held in the Mosaic Village
Multipurpose Room on February 1. Parking available in the Mosaic Village
Deck or across the street at the A&P parking lot.
For Business Owners: There will be a meeting for Historic West End
business-owners to discuss road construction starting at 4pm. RSVP for the
business-owners meeting at the link below>>
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/open-for-business-a-discussion-about-city-lynxhttps://us15.campaign-archive.com/?u=cb9b9a90eba78f68c1796c8fe&id=11aec40194

6/8

2/20/2018

Subscribe

Breaking Bread in Historic West End: New Cafe & Roastery on Rozzelles Ferry Rd. host Grand Opening this Weekend

gold-line-streetcar-construction-tickets-42054279482
Past Issues
For Community Members: There will also be a community meeting to share
updates at 6 pm. There will be a special guest to share information about
property tax assessment at this community meeting. RSVP for 6pm
community meeting at the link below>>
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/community-wide-meeting-tickets-41712854270?
aff=efbeventtix

Looking for more
West Side events?
Head to the Historic West End
Initiative website and click the
"Events" tab to see a list of West
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/?u=cb9b9a90eba78f68c1796c8fe&id=11aec40194
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Side community happenings!
West End Events Listing >>

Do you have a West Side
Event coming up?
Click the link below and submit your
event for possible posting on
WestEndCLT.com community
calendar. Submit An Event>>
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