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It's Thursday!
It’s almost the weekend! With the holiday weekend swiftly approaching we are
sending out the weekly newsletter a little early. In this newsletter, we share the
story of the fundraising mission of the mentoring non-profit The Males Place. 
Plus, if you are looking for upcoming community events in the Historic West
End, we have you covered!

West Side Stories

Collard Greens Fundraiser on a Mission 
to Take Youth to West Africa
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Collard greens are a major part of the holiday cuisine in the south. With
Christmas, Kwanzaa, and New Year’s Day almost here, bundles of the leafy
greens are showing up in many southern kitchens. In the Historic West End,
collard greens are also serving as a pathway toward helping local youth get that
much closer to experiencing an educational trip of a lifetime in West Africa. The
mentorship non-profit The Males Place is hosting a collard greens fundraiser
sale this week.  Pre-orders of $5 collard green bundles can be placed at
www.themalesplace.org.  Bundle pick-up will be this Saturday, Dec. 23 from
8am-5pm at the West End Fresh Seafood Market (2206 Beatties Ford
Road). 

The Males Place is a weekly mentorship program focused on providing black
boys from 12-18 years old with essential life skills, instruction, and experience
to help them grow into responsible men. Purchases of leafy green bundles will
help the non-profit make a trip to Ghana a reality for 20 of its young mentees in
2018. Founder and executive director of The Males Place, Baba Reggie
Singleton, explains why the Ghana trip is so important. ”Going to Ghana is a
part of a three-part series to teach our youth the knowledge of self. This trip to
Ghana will provide us with greater insight into who we [African-Americans] were
prior to 1619--before we were enslaved.”
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Singleton says the Ghana trip will provide The Males Place mentees with a
broader perspective of the black experience and will cap off the three-part
immersive educational trip series. Prior trips included stops in multiple cities in
Alabama to learn about the Civil Rights Movement, while a trip to Washington
D.C. provided a deep-dive into the transatlantic slave trade. 

These special trips are just one way The Males Place provides guidance to
area youth. Through the pillars of mentorship, agriculture, and social justice
The Males Place keeps mentees on track toward achieving positive outcomes.
 While in Ghana the mentees will do service projects connected to The Males
Place pillars. Singleton explains, “This year we are going to grow a garden
there, and we are going to learn some time-honored lessons around conflict
resolution.”
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Growing and sharing food with the community will not be a new task to
mentees while in Ghana. Agricultural work has been a major part of the
organization for years. “Providing fresh seasonal food for the people along the
Beattie Ford Road corridor is a major part of black men and black boys working
to solve an issue in the black community through food production,” says
Singleton. 

The Males Place has found a way to use fresh seasonal food to solve another
issue. “We know that people are going to buy their collards because of cultural
and traditional reasons, but we ask that they forgo purchasing them from the
stores and to get their greens from us. The greens are local, freshly cut and will
be supporting black boys and investing in the local economy here.” 

Pre-order your $5 bundle online and pick-up your fresh cut collard greens at
West End Fresh Seafood Market 2206 Beatties Ford Road from 8am-5pm.
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Be sure to scroll to the bottom of the page for fundraiser information.

Looking for more 
West Side events? 

Buy Bundle!
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Head to the Historic West End
Initiative website and click the
"Events" tab to see a list of West
Side community happenings!   

West End Events Listing >>
 

Do you have a West Side
Event coming up? 
Click the link below and submit your
event for possible posting on
WestEndCLT.com community
calendar. Submit An Event>>
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