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It's Friday!
Happy Friday to you! It’s the weekend! Yesterday Historic West End Initiative
hosted two community meetings in one day. In this newsletter, we provide you
with a recap and updated presentation links from the meetings. We also jump
back into another "Proud History, Strong Future" story. This time we
highlight Neighboring Concepts, a multidisciplinary design group with deep ties
to the Historic West End. Plus, if you are looking for upcoming community
events in and near the Historic West End, we have you covered!

West Side Stories
February Meeting Recap:

Historic West End Initiative
Community Meeting

https://us15.campaign-archive.com/?u=cb9b9a90eba78f68c1796c8fe&id=4de785ab3e

1/10

2/20/2018

Subscribe

(Updated Links) Neighborhood Talk || Community Meeting Recap + The story of Neighboring Concepts

Past Issues

Historic West End Community Meeting hosted in
the Mosaic Village Multipurpose Room.

HISTORIC WEST END INITIATIVE COMMUNITY MEETING
Last night neighbors and business owners gathered in the Mosaic Village
Multipurpose Room on the Johnson C. Smith University campus to hear
updates about the Historic West End. The evening community meeting brought
in speakers that shared information about community programming & events,
community safety, the property tax valuation process and other neighborhood
announcements.
If you were not able to make it to the 6pm community meeting or just need to
see the presentations again, click the links below to access them:

Historic West End Initiative Updates
Five Points Plaza Design
Mecklenburg Property Tax Valuation

HISTORIC WEST END BUSINESS MEETING
Earlier in the day, Charlotte Area Transit System representatives shared a
presentation about the CityLYNX Gold Line construction project with Historic
West End business owners. In the coming years, tracks for the streetcar will
become a part of the Historic West End landscape. Phase 2 of the construction
project will bring streetcar tracks from the Charlotte Area Transit Center in
uptown to the JCSU campus ending at French Street.
During the business meeting, Historic West End business-owners learned
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Issues
pedestrian bridge and the utility work to come. The projected construction
timetable was shared with business-owners. August 2020 is the expected
launch date for the CityLYNX Gold Line streetcar extension into the Historic
West End.
After the presentation, business owners asked questions and voice concerns
with CATS staff about the impact the construction will have on their businesses.
If you are interested in learning more about the Gold Line construction process,
you can find updates about construction on the CityLYNX Gold Line Facebook
page, and you can subscribe to the CATS Newsletter.
Keep scrolling to see photos from the community meetings.

CATS staff share information about CityLYNX construction with Historic West End
business owners.
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Business meeting attendee studies CATS handouts.

Alysia Osborne, Director of Historic West End Initiative, shares her presentation
with attendees at the 6pm community meeting.
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/?u=cb9b9a90eba78f68c1796c8fe&id=4de785ab3e

4/10

2/20/2018

Subscribe

(Updated Links) Neighborhood Talk || Community Meeting Recap + The story of Neighboring Concepts

Past Issues

Community meeting attendees fix plates with food from Toucan Louie's Cafe &
Roastery.

https://us15.campaign-archive.com/?u=cb9b9a90eba78f68c1796c8fe&id=4de785ab3e

5/10

2/20/2018

Subscribe

(Updated Links) Neighborhood Talk || Community Meeting Recap + The story of Neighboring Concepts

Past Issues

CMPD shares safety updates.

Community members make announcements during the Community Info-Share
portion of the meeting.

Proud History, Strong Future:

Neighboring Concepts
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Darrel J. Williams, FAIA, Principal of Neighboring Concepts
(Photo by Cody Hughes)

Neighboring Concepts is a multidisciplinary design firm founded in Charlotte’s
Historic West End in 1996. In a 500 square foot space located in a blue building
behind Johnson C. Smith University, Darrel Williams, FAIA, founding partner
and principal of Neighboring Concepts, and two former partners launched a
design firm focused on using architecture to transform socially and physically
challenged communities throughout the region. The firm would be
recognized for using design to address the many challenges that exists in
urban communities, centered around quality design and effective community
engagement. Williams explains, “Throughout the over 40 years I’ve been
practicing architecture and working with stakeholders, I have learned that it’s
not as much about the buildings as it is about the people. We try to emphasize
that at Neighboring Concepts.”
Williams’ desire is to make sure Neighboring Concepts brings meaningful and
sustainable designs to the communities it serves. He states, “Buildings
developed within Historic West End should not be cookie cutter type designs.
"Well-designed buildings should be inspired by the people, the building’s
function and the history and culture of the community.” Neighboring Concepts’
Mosaic Village, a mixed-use development along West Trade Street in Historic
West End, was designed to preserve the past and inspire the future. “The
design had carefully been sculpted by the cultural influence of Jazz Music, seen
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/?u=cb9b9a90eba78f68c1796c8fe&id=4de785ab3e

7/10

2/20/2018

Subscribe

(Updated Links) Neighborhood Talk || Community Meeting Recap + The story of Neighboring Concepts

and heard
at the nearby historic Excelsior Club. Music and strong
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neighborhoods have always been a big part of West End’s history. The exterior
façade of Mosaic Village was designed with that in mind,” says Williams.
Neighboring Concepts, with its strong commitment to Historic West End,
understands the need for revitalization and is honored to have its offices
located back where the firm got its start. The firm now has a 5,000 square foot
office in the Mosaic Village. Williams explained, “This community has a
tremendous amount of character, a lot of wonderful neighborhoods, great
people and good access to the highways with excellent views back to the
center city.” He continued, “We just have to ensure that when Historic West End
is completely transformed that it has a diversity of residents, visitors,
businesses and fun places where everyone wants to come because there will
be no other place like this in the entire region.”

What's Going On
Tuesday, Feb. 6 | Warehouse Talks: Rethinking Incarceration
What could it look like for Charlotte to wade into the lives of the people and
neighborhoods that are affected by the before, during, and after effects on our
neighbors? How can our city start new conversations about the realities that
formerly-incarcerated Charlotteans experience? What can you do to hear the
voices of mass incarceration in our community? Join us in exploring how
incarceration affects the Queen City as we advocate for justice that restores.
See you at Warehouse 242, 2401 Kendall Drive, Tuesday Feb. 6 at
6:30pm. More information & RSVP>>
Thursday, Feb. 8 | Programming Roundtable for the Five Points CNIP
Project
The Five Points Plaza CNIP Project has paved the way for a community-led
programming model for a public space with the city of Charlotte. The next step
is to initiate a stewardship organization for Five Points. Join the roundtable
Feb. 8 at 6pm at Neighboring Concepts/Mosaic Village. (1635 West Trade
Street, Suite 1A)
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Saturday,
Feb. 10 | The Love That Lasts Valentine's Gala
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For couples who are building legacies of strong families, wealth and influence.
This sophisticated evening includes live jazz, dancing and heavy
hor’deourves. The Building Legacies Movement is more than a theme to the,
we’re fundraising for The UP Company’s Student Success Program which
helps Charlotte students break the glass ceiling of poverty and achieve
academic success. More information & tickets>>
Feb. 16 - 18 | The Official Blackest Weekend Ever
It will be the weekend of the highly anticipated premier of the film Black
Panther. A full itenary of activities not to be miss has been put together. Get
you black history & afrofuturism celebration on! More information>>
Saturday, Feb. 24 | Anti-Displacement and Retention Study
Deep dive into an Atlanta case study to learn about the topics of antidisplacement and retention. Join the study session Feb. 24 at 12 pm
at Neighboring Concepts/Mosaic Village. (1635 West Trade Street, Suite 1A)
Saturday, Feb. 24 | The Males Place Black Tie Dinner & Gala
The Males Place presents an all black-tie dinner & gala to benefit their journey
to Ghana, West Africa in 2018. Join them for a night of opulence, and enjoy an
elegant 4-course dining experience, dancing and outstanding conversations
with the internationally acclaimed chef and food activist Njathi Wa Kabui.
More information &Tickets>>

Looking for more
West Side events?
Head to the Historic West End
Initiative website and click the
"Events" tab to see a list of West
Side community happenings!
West End Events Listing >>

Do you have a West Side
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up?
Pastcoming
Issues
Click the link below and submit your
event for possible posting on
WestEndCLT.com community
calendar. Submit An Event>>
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